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The small red fox SSgt Michael D. Frady 4 CRS/LGMC Seymour Johnson AFB NC





Lt Col Bruno R. Eddy
HQ ACC/SEW
Langley AFB VA

of explosive or
ed devices. The
r and ammo in question
» hbeing used as intended ... to
scare birds away from the runway.
However, on the day of the inci-
dent, the launcher barrel gave
way to the pressures generated by
the ammo, thereby rupturing and
seriously injuring the operator.
The subsequent investigation
of this incident found that the
launcher and ammo were pur-
chased through the local economy.
This event — coupled with the
findings from the investigation

1ses some concern over the abil-
ty to locally purchase explosive or
pyrotechnic related items with the
International Merchant Purchase
Authorization Card (IMPAC).
Although this incident was iso-
lated to the BASH program, there
are other users of explosively ac-
tuated tools and equipment that
could be affected. At issue is the
ability to buy such an item which
is sold commercially and serves a
valid purpose to the user — who
just happens to be in the military.
Our overall Air Force safety ob-
jectives are to minimize incidents
like this one, while trying to place
the proper tools in the hands of
our folks to do their jobs. Our goal
is to ensure those tools (prior to
their use) have the benefit of scru-
tiny by the appropriate agencies,
who are trained to keep us safe in

10 The Combat Edge September 1998

V= >rolslem!

our jobs.

Now, how do we keep this type
of incident from recurring? One
way is to provide the right guid-
ance to those who will use the
IMPAC card to support mission
requirements. Steps are being
taken to educate IMPAC card us-
ers on procedures for gaining
approval by appropriate authori-
ties when procuring explosive or
pyrotechnic activated tools and
equipment.

Currently, unit personnel who
want to procure non-stocklisted
explosive, pyrotechnic items in
support of BASH or any other
mission requirement rust first
get approval from local munitions
and safety offices. The request is
then forwarded to the MAJCOM
for approval. Once the MAJCOM
reviews and coneurs with the re-
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~during arecent l-year period,
32 children (ages W and under)
were killed white an estimated
7,000 more were injured inschoo!

bus-related incidents. " , ?
LS JT d

® t's about that time of §
§ teachers, new faces,§
& places... Soon over 2
be going back to scheol.
time, parents spend a Iot of
preparing their young peop!8
school year. They buy new cl
pencils, crayons, notebooks, &
other supphes but how many
rate i)

R

y v B3 !
TSgt Anthony Siennis 'it.;; "‘: i A -*L;. i -8
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There are no stupid questions  Major Sid "Scroll" Mayeux HQ ACC/DIIO Langley AFB VA
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